BUSIRESS SLOW T0
RECOUER I EAST

I. Freimuth Says Conditions
Are Improving Slowly—Buy-
ers Get Fine Stock.

I. Freimuth, head of the Fre!mnth‘\
department store, who returned
yesterday from a buying trip In the
east, says the conditions there ue
much less encouraging than they a
o the west, and parncular!y the m}d-
dle section of the country.

“Some improvement financiallys is
notlcenhxe," he said last night. "But
1§ far from
The trade Is not what it was a year
2go, by any means, but It i5 slightly

bet[tr than it was two months ago.

*“The east is depending malnly on
the west for the bulk of its business
ibls spring. The buying demand of the
middle west will probably be the sal-
vation of many of the big manufactur-
ers and jobbers of eastern states. The
western merchants are bringing in or-
ders steadily. althaugh they' are not
buying as heavily as a year ago, while
the eastern trade is very slack. The
local retall business in New York has
fallen off. and none of the big stores
are busy, as they usually. are at this
time of the year.

“Merchandlse Is not very scarce at
the present time, but there is certalnly
not an over supply of it. Every im-
porter and jobder thinks that there
will be scarcity later on, however, and
this will tend to stimulate manutu-
turing and buslness generally.”*

Mr. Frelmuth says hls buyers have
selected as fine a stock of goods as
has ever been brought back from New
York, and. that the house is prepared
to meet brisk spring trade in spite of
the handicap under which they are
working in displaying stock on aceount
of the delay In the completion of the
new store space.

“After seeing the conditions in New
York all the western buyers, I think,
came home feeling that they were par-
tlcularly fortunate in escaping the real
brunt of the financlal depression,” sald
Mr, Freimuth. “The middle ' western
portion of the country, I venture to
say, is much better off than any sec-
tlon in the United States.




